West Moors:
a History in Images

Introduction . . .

The collection of historic photographs that the parish council has available are presented here, in
four separate sections:
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& School, the Memorial Hall, Tap & Railvedy.

3. Everything to tle south of the village centre, the village war memorial, Pinehurst Road and
Woolslopeareas ad ..

4. All images that are available concerned with the old railway.

The centre of the village . . .
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1902, there were no buildings in this part of West Moaysapart from the farmhouse and farm
buildings of the longgone West Moors Farm, from which Farm Road takes its name.

This is the earliest image we kn@fishowing thefirst buildingsin this areag circaearly 1900s¢ on
the eastern side of Station Road just south of the junction with Moorlands Road (though known as
Moorland Roagdsingularearly in its life) Station Road is surfaced with crushed stone.

The two buildings areonstructedin the same
style ¢ and one of them exists today! It is tF
house furthest from the camera, which throug
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private residence The nearer building, which &
this time is the village grocery store, w
demolished when this part of Station Road w
re-developed early in the 2000s.

We have an image of the same shop & dwelling as above, but looking towards the south which is
mostinteresting: the quality is ndtigh, but there is enougllarity to show the complete lack of

other shops & buildings beyond tlearlygrocery, dating this shot to, at the latest, the middle part

of the 1900s. Also, nothing has been built on the westeppésite) side of the roaq it would be in



the 1920s that this area of mixed woodlahthrmland started to be developed. In the distance
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of course quite logical, though not the name we use today.

This shotis a few years later thai
that above, again looking south
IyR aK2ga GKS C
in the roadadjacent to The Petwy!
as it disappears into the distanoa
its way to the Uddens ani
Ferndown The village store can b
seen, and now another buildin
that is still extantis seena little
further along.

Of the remaining buildings, some still exist but others have been either subsumed into recent
developments, radically altered or demolished. Note that there are still no buildings on the opposite
side of Station Roadnd the road surfae is obviously only used to light traffic: the photograph was
probably taken in the years just before the Great War when West Moors was growing at such a rate
that additional shops were required to service the influx of reasonably wealthy new residents



Thanks to the kind donation of the following photograph by Amanda Gillingham, a direct descendant
of the Frampton & Stickland families, we have a clagesiew of the first groceryg indeed the first
commercial property of any kindin this part of StatiorRoad (or Ferndown Road as it was named
then).

The man on the left (at the door) is Walter Stickland, already experienced in the grocerytrade
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who had the old grocery elsewhere in West Moors (see part this series), and Walter in particular

would become a prominent local citizenhe had interests iran estate agency and also handled

legal business on behalf of both private individuals and the West Parley parish council.

This photographis of Station Road looking
north, from a point roughly opposite thi
presentday Elephant and Castle. The buildi
that is being swallowedp by fastgrowing
trees appears to be a private house at this tir
(probablylatter 1910s), but in time will becom
one of West Moors many shops see later.
Note the horse & cart and again, nc
development on the opposite side of the rogd
telling us that we are certainly before tHate
1920s.




Movingon in timeand the image below isstimatedto be just prior to the late 1920skarly 1930s
introduction of overhead electricity & telephone lines

The distinctive wander in the road (compa

with first images abovke help to locate this §
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becomec bearing in mind that around the turi §

of the century his was essentially ope
moorland with scrubby trees and irregul
heathland vegetation. The road surface
appears to have been improved.ittle if any
traffic ¢ another 10 years will see many mo
cars

The house with shop attached in the foregrou
is the same building as in the previo
photograph.There is a hangvritten note on the
reverse: W2 SA (G a2 2 Miich DokNio
refer to the business almost deackntre
(partially hidden by the treesjhe shop with the
awning is a bakery it would become,
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One side of the road now has a walkway witl
slightly raised edge and ¢hvegetation attachec
to the propertiesiswell established.

Btalion R? Wesl Moors,

As noted above, lectricity and telephones carried by overhead linesarrived in the villagén the
early 1930s, so this next image, which shows Station Roaetonissed with suchvires, helpsdate

the photograph.
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Looking towards the north, along Statiol
Roadfrom a point close tathe modernday
turn for Park Way. Now the western side
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1920s (when they were built) and they lo«
very established; also the motor cars sugg
the late 1930sor early 1940sTheW i S |
on the eastern side dhe roadis part of the
bakery in the building noted elsewhere (wi
the balcony,L QY G2t R GKI
& tea rooms did not survive the 1940s



P/No 1 STATION ROAD. WEST MOORS

Copyrnght G T.Hook, WestMoors  Promise

A commercial postcard vieprobablydating from the 1970g the War Memorial is just visible its
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postmaster in West Moors. Presumably he had these postcards printed for sale in his shop. Station

Road has a little way to go before it succumbs to the volum&dfF FA O 6S | NB dzaSR G2
possible to trace the beginnings of the village (from the earl @ntury) here and some of the

buildings on the lethand side still have hedges/gardens at the front of their premises. Note the
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Here (above) the photographer has crossleel road but has still taken his image looking southward
along Station Road. The central shopping area is still, at this time (early 1970s) very mueh green



